DISGRACE  ABOUNDING
a price to tell. Kempen's emissary met him in Trafalgar Square,
paid the money and returned triumphant to Vienna. The crown
was disinterred, and after Austria had been defeated fay Prussia in
1866, Francis Joseph, urged on by his unloving Empress Elisabeth,
who had fallen in love either with Hungary or with a Hungarian,
made terms with Hungary and came to Budapest to be crowned
with it In 1919 came the Bolshevist regime of Bela Kun and an
advertisement offering the crown for sale cheap was inserted in a
German newspaper.
To-day you see the Holy Grown, in image, everywhere in
Hungary —on the Royal Palace, on the coins, oa the postage
stamps, on the letter boxes, on uniform buttons and badges,
everywhere. It is not to-day as it was when it was sent to Saint
Stephen by Pope Sylvester, The lower part, they say, is u coronet
sent by the Greek Emperor Michael Dukas to King G^za I, and
the Holy Crown, which had suffered in the burial of Saint Stephen,
was altered and superimposed in cupola shape on this* A golden
cross was fixed on top of it, like that which surmounts many a
cathedral dome, and this, apparently from faulty workmanship,
later became loose and crooked. By last century, when none
remembered ever to have seen it straight, it was fixed so. Thus arc
traditions born, and Hungary became the Kingdom of the Crown
with the Crooked Cross,
This gives you a broad idea of the involved theory of Hungarian
kingship. The Holy Crpwn, which has gone through so many
adventures since; Pope Sylvester sent it from Rome, has a
mystical status superior to that of its wearer. The territory of the
Hungarian Kingdom is formed by 'the lands of the Holy Crown*.
The lands belong to the crown* The crown is more than the
King.
It is fortunate that this should be so, because the wearer of the
crown has sometimes been pretty rougWy handled. The last
wearer, that unhappy Emperor Charles who succeeded to the
venerable Francis Joseph during the Great War and whose $00
Otto is the present claimant, was twice chased out of Hungary by
the present Regent, Admiral Horthy, when h« tried to return, and
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